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E-Books, Apps, and Reading  

in the 21st Century: 

An ELAWR literacy café for professionals 

Presented by Kim Krueger-Kischak 

Early Literacy Specialist 

Ontario Early Years Centres of Waterloo Region 

 

Website: www.earlyyearsinfo.ca 

 E-mail: oeycliteracy@ckwymca.ca  

  Twitter: EarlyLitCKW 

 

http://www.earlyyearsinfo.ca/
mailto:oeycliteracy@ckwymca.ca
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Goodnight iPad:  

a parody for the next generation  
by Ann Droyd (and David Milgrim), 2011,  

Blue Rider Press 



3 

Technology and Interactive Media as Tools in Early 

Childhood Programs Serving Children from Birth Through 

Age 8: a joint position statement of the National Association 

for the Education of Young Children and the Fred Rogers 

Center for Early Learning and Children’s Media 

http://www.naeyc.org/files/naeyc/file/positions/PS_technology

_WEB2.pdf, downloaded April 2, 2013 

Some issues identified: 

- Technology and interactive media are here to stay 

- There are concerns about whether young children should have access to 

technology and screen media in early childhood programs (interactive vs. 

passive) 

- All screens are not created equal (each screen demands its own criteria for 

best use) 

- There is conflicting evidence on the value of technology in children’s 

development (e.g. background TV, decreased attention) 

- The appeal of technology can lead to inappropriate uses in early childhood 

settings (meaningful and effective interactions vs. electronic worksheets) 

- Issues of equity and access remain unresolved 

http://www.naeyc.org/files/naeyc/file/positions/PS_technology_WEB2.pdf
http://www.naeyc.org/files/naeyc/file/positions/PS_technology_WEB2.pdf
http://www.naeyc.org/files/naeyc/file/positions/PS_technology_WEB2.pdf
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Technology and Interactive Media as Tools in Early Childhood 

Programs Serving Children from Birth Through Age 8: a joint 

position statement of the National Association for the 

Education of Young Children and the Fred Rogers Center for 

Early Learning and Children’s Media 

http://www.naeyc.org/files/naeyc/file/positions/PS_technology

_WEB2.pdf; downloaded April 2, 2013 

Some principles to guide appropriate use of technology and interactive media: 

- The use of technology tools and interactive media should not harm children 

- Developmentally appropriate practices and professional judgment must guide 

decisions about integrating the tools into early childhood programs 

- Appropriate use depends on the age, developmental level, needs, interests, 

linguistic background, and abilities of each child 

- Effective uses are active, hands-on, engaging, and empowering; give the child 

control; provide adaptive scaffolds to ease the accomplishment of tasks; and 

are used as one of many options to support children’s learning 

- Interactions with technology and media should be playful and support 

creativity, exploration, pretend play, active play and outdoor activities 

- Assistive technology must be available as needed to provide equitable access 

- Professionals need training, support, and examples of successful practice 

 

http://www.naeyc.org/files/naeyc/file/positions/PS_technology_WEB2.pdf
http://www.naeyc.org/files/naeyc/file/positions/PS_technology_WEB2.pdf
http://www.naeyc.org/files/naeyc/file/positions/PS_technology_WEB2.pdf


Pioneering Literacy in the 

Digital Wild West 
 
Empowering Parents and Educators 

Joan Ganz Cooney Center &  

New America Foundation  

 

 The Campaign for  

Grade-Level Reading   

December 2012 
 

http://www.joanganzcooneycenter.org/

wp-

content/uploads/2012/12/GLR_Technol

ogyGuide_final.pdf 
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Fall 2013 Early Literacy Book Discussion  

for Waterloo Region 

Giving Our Children a Fighting Chance: 

Poverty, Literacy and the Development of 

Information Capital  

by Susan B. Neuman and Donna C. Celano, 

published by Teachers College Press, 2012 

mailto:oeycliteracy@ckwymca.ca


How Can We Use Technology to Support 

Children’s Emergent Literacy  

with Websites and E-Books? 
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www.everychildreadytoread.org  

http://www.everychildreadytoread.org/


- Is the tool building a child’s vocabulary? 

- Is the tool developmentally-appropriate? 

- Is the content meaningful to the child’s experience? 

    

 

www.wonderopolis.com  

- a new "Wonders of the Day" question posted daily 

- encourages kids and families to think, talk, and find 

learning moments together in everyday life 

Talk 

http://www.wonderopolis.com/
http://www.wonderopolis.com/
http://www.wonderopolis.com/
http://www.wonderopolis.com/


Sing 

- Is there opportunity to play with sounds in a fun 

and interactive way? 
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Burnaby Public Library’s “Embracing Diversity” 

website with songs and rhymes in 15 languages 

http://bpl.bc.ca/kids/embracing-diversity/songs-

and-rhymes  

http://bpl.bc.ca/kids/embracing-diversity/songs-and-rhymes
http://bpl.bc.ca/kids/embracing-diversity/songs-and-rhymes
http://bpl.bc.ca/kids/embracing-diversity/songs-and-rhymes
http://bpl.bc.ca/kids/embracing-diversity/songs-and-rhymes
http://bpl.bc.ca/kids/embracing-diversity/songs-and-rhymes
http://bpl.bc.ca/kids/embracing-diversity/songs-and-rhymes
http://bpl.bc.ca/kids/embracing-diversity/songs-and-rhymes


Read 

Kids and Family Reading Report 

2013 from Scholastic 

http://mediaroom.scholastic.com  

• Findings reveal the potential 

for ebooks to motivate boys, 

who are more commonly 

known to be reluctant readers, 

to read more. 

• One in four boys who has 

read an ebook says he is now 

reading more books for fun. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- www.guysread.com website 

10 
www.guysread.com  

http://mediaroom.scholastic.com/
http://www.guysread.com/


Read 

Print Books vs. E-Books: 

 

- Conversation: Print and basic e-

book with similar content-related 

actions; enhanced e-book with 

more non-content related actions 

 

- Comprehension: Children who 

read enhanced e-books recalled 

significantly fewer narrative details 

than children who read the print 

version of the same story  
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http://www.joanganzcooneycenter.

org/publication/quickreport-print-

books-vs-e-books/ 

May 2012 

http://www.joanganzcooneycenter.org/publication/quickreport-print-books-vs-e-books/
http://www.joanganzcooneycenter.org/publication/quickreport-print-books-vs-e-books/
http://www.joanganzcooneycenter.org/publication/quickreport-print-books-vs-e-books/
http://www.joanganzcooneycenter.org/publication/quickreport-print-books-vs-e-books/
http://www.joanganzcooneycenter.org/publication/quickreport-print-books-vs-e-books/
http://www.joanganzcooneycenter.org/publication/quickreport-print-books-vs-e-books/
http://www.joanganzcooneycenter.org/publication/quickreport-print-books-vs-e-books/
http://www.joanganzcooneycenter.org/publication/quickreport-print-books-vs-e-books/
http://www.joanganzcooneycenter.org/publication/quickreport-print-books-vs-e-books/
http://www.joanganzcooneycenter.org/publication/quickreport-print-books-vs-e-books/
http://www.joanganzcooneycenter.org/publication/quickreport-print-books-vs-e-books/
http://www.joanganzcooneycenter.org/publication/quickreport-print-books-vs-e-books/
http://www.joanganzcooneycenter.org/publication/quickreport-print-books-vs-e-books/


http://www.downloadlibrary.ca 

An online collection of downloadable resources; 

available free from public libraries 

audiobooks e-books videos 

French 

titles 

Spanish 

titles 

http://www.downloadlibrary.ca/050BC8EC-07EC-43FD-9FDA-FD556C80D6B5/10/438/en/Announcement.htm
http://www.downloadlibrary.ca/050BC8EC-07EC-43FD-9FDA-FD556C80D6B5/10/438/en/Announcement.htm


An online collection of animated, talking picture 

books, educational games, and teacher 

resources;  can also download some titles;  

available free through public libraries  

and some school boards  www.rwl.library.on.ca  

http://www.rwl.library.on.ca/


Write 

- Does the child have the opportunity to interact to 

form letters or create a story?  
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Handwriting Without 

Tears website 

http://www.hwtears.com/

hwt/parents/parent-

extras  

http://www.hwtears.com/hwt/parents/parent-extras
http://www.hwtears.com/hwt/parents/parent-extras
http://www.hwtears.com/hwt/parents/parent-extras
http://www.hwtears.com/hwt/parents/parent-extras


Play 

- Are the activities fun and engaging? 
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ELE Fred Rogers website 

http://ele.fredrogerscenter.org/  

http://ele.fredrogerscenter.org/
http://ele.fredrogerscenter.org/
http://ele.fredrogerscenter.org/


How Can We Use Technology to Support 

Children’s Emergent Literacy  

with Apps? 
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www.everychildreadytoread.org  

http://www.everychildreadytoread.org/


Looking for an App? 

www.littleelit.com  

http://digital-storytime.com/index.php
http://www.littleelit.com/


- Are different types of words  

being introduced? We want to 

include verbs. 

 

   Action Words app 

   by Innovative Mobile Apps, 

   available for iPhone,  

   iPod Touch, iPad 
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Talk 



- Are different types of words  

being introduced? We want to 

include feelings and 

concepts. 

 

   iTouchiLearn Feelings for Preschool  app 

   by Staytooned, 

   available for iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad, Android,   

   Kindle Fire, Nook HD  
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Talk 



Read 

- Are the words in large easy-to-read font?  

- Can the child interact with the words (e.g. words 

are highlighted when they are tapped)? 
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Another Monster at the 

End of This Book app,  

by Sesame Workshop, 

available for iPhone, 

iPod Touch, iPad, Kindle 

Fire  



Write 

- Can the child interact to form or play  

    with the letter? 
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Alphatots app,  

by Spinlight Studio, 

available for iPhone, 

iPod Touch, iPad, 

Android, Kindle Fire, 

Nook HD 
 



Write 

- Is there opportunity for the child to be 

creative in the writing process? 
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Don’t Let the Pigeon 

Run This App! app, 

by Disney, 

available for iPhone, 

iPod Touch, iPad  



Play 

- Does the tool promote 

problem-solving and 

creativity through open-

ended situations? 
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Toca Boca apps,  

by Toca Boca,  

available for iPhone, 

iPod Touch, iPad 
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 More research from  

the Joan Cooney Ganz Center      

 http://www.joanganzcooneycenter.org 

http://www.joanganzcooneycenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/jgcc_edutainment.pdf
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Digital Storytime: 

Preschool 

Programming with the 

iPad by Jennifer Gal,  

February 2013; 

Available on Slideshare 
Technology in Early  

Education, August 2012; 

www.ecs.org/per 

Zero to Eight: Children’s 

Media Use in America, 2011, 

by Common Sense Media 

More Resources 

http://www.earlychildhoodwebinars.com/

wp-

content/uploads/2012/10/BaileyAppelWe

binar.pdf 

Sponsored by Erickson TEC Centre 

http://www.earlychildhoodwebinars.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/BaileyAppelWebinar.pdf
http://www.earlychildhoodwebinars.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/BaileyAppelWebinar.pdf
http://www.earlychildhoodwebinars.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/BaileyAppelWebinar.pdf
http://www.earlychildhoodwebinars.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/BaileyAppelWebinar.pdf
http://www.earlychildhoodwebinars.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/BaileyAppelWebinar.pdf
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“People say we are experimenting with our children… 

But from my perspective, it’s already happened, and 

there’s no way to turn it back. Children’s lives are filled 

with media at younger and younger ages, and we need 

to take advantage of what these technologies have to 

offer. I’m not a Pollyanna. I’m pretty much a realist. I 

look at what kids are doing and try to figure out how to 

make the best of it.” – Sandra Calvert, Children’s 

Media Centre at Georgetown University  
 

Source: The Atlantic Magazine, March 20, 2013 

http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2013/04/the-touch-screen-

generation/309250/, downloaded April 2, 2013  

http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2013/04/the-touch-screen-generation/309250/
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2013/04/the-touch-screen-generation/309250/
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2013/04/the-touch-screen-generation/309250/
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2013/04/the-touch-screen-generation/309250/
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2013/04/the-touch-screen-generation/309250/
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2013/04/the-touch-screen-generation/309250/
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2013/04/the-touch-screen-generation/309250/
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2013/04/the-touch-screen-generation/309250/

