TALK
PLAY
READ
SING

Help our children discover
the joy of learning...
Back to school... Is your little one ready?
Thousands of children in Waterloo Region enter
school when they aren’t ready – and it’s not about
age or a backpack of supplies.
It’s about interactions with parents and adults.

Talk. Play. Read. Sing.
Research shows prepping kids for a
good learning experience is actually
quite easy:
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• Talk with them, finding joy in
the exchange.

Go to: elawr.org/Talk for
more conversation starters.

• Play with them, encouraging imagination.

Go to: elawr.org/Sing for more
ways to sing with your child.
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• Read with them, letting them explore
the world through books.
• Sing with them, you don’t have to be
a “rock star”.

SING

Go to: elawr.org/Read for
more ways to read with your child.

Go to: elawr.org/Play
for more ways to play.

Talk. Play. Read. Sing.

Read with your child every
day and show them how
fun books can be! Learning
about letters, words and
sentences early in life gives
your child a great start to
their education.

QUICK TIPS:
Babies:
• Introduce books early.
• Talk about the pictures.
Toddlers:
• Cuddle up with a book or read on the go.
• Repetition is great! They’ll want to read their
favourites again and again.
Preschoolers:
• Have a conversation about the book – What will
happen next? Who do you think has the treasure?
How do you think that character feels? Make it fun!
• Look for words and numbers everywhere! Find them
on the bus, at a store and on the street.

Go to: elawr.org/Read for more ways to read with your child.

It’s SO simple… but more than 25%
of the children who enter JK are not
ready. Many sit on the sidelines while
their parents are immersed in their
phones – some are given a screen
instead of a hug; a remote instead
of a book; expensive toys instead of
a game of hide and seek.

Starting Sept. 19, for 4
weeks, watch for our videos,
posters and postcards – we’re
doing a regional blitz to help
grown-ups understand just
how keen kids are to Talk,
Play, Read and Sing!

P.S. Why did we send you clay and pipe cleaners? Just like kids, adults need to explore
the fun of play – join us as we rally our community to give our kids a great start.

To learn more or for an interview contact:
Kim Krueger-Kischak
Phone: 519-504-0341

•

Email: oeycliteracy@ckwymca.ca

Talk, Play, Read, Sing is brought to you by ELAWR (Early Literacy
Alliance of Waterloo Region). We are 22 local agencies working
together to ignite a passion for learning and fuel an early
literacy movement to help our community and its children
grow strong and successful.
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Go to: elawr.org/Talk for
more conversation starters.

Go to: elawr.org/Sing for more
ways to sing with your child.
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Go to: elawr.org/Read for
more ways to read with your child.

Go to: elawr.org/Play
for more ways to play.

Talk. Play. Read. Sing.

Read with your child every
day and show them how
fun books can be! Learning
about letters, words and
sentences early in life gives
your child a great start to
their education.

QUICK TIPS:
Babies:
• Introduce books early.
• Talk about the pictures.
Toddlers:
• Cuddle up with a book or read on the go.
• Repetition is great! They’ll want to read their
favourites again and again.
Preschoolers:
• Have a conversation about the book – What will
happen next? Who do you think has the treasure?
How do you think that character feels? Make it fun!
• Look for words and numbers everywhere! Find them
on the bus, at a store and on the street.

Go to: elawr.org/Read for more ways to read with your child.

Talking with your child helps
prepare them for life-long
learning. It’s simple – just talk
and listen. Conversations with
your child help them learn
more words and understand
the world around them.

QUICK TIPS:
Babies:
• Talk face-to-face as you talk your way through the day.
Toddlers:
• Use lots of words to build your child’s vocabulary.
• Describe objects (colours, size, shapes), actions
(jump, run, laugh), and feelings (happy,
excited, surprised).
Preschoolers:
• Help children understand storytelling. Encourage
them to tell their own stories.
• Play hiding games. Describe what you've hidden
and give clues using words like "under", "above"
and "behind."

Go to: elawr.org/Talk for more conversation starters.
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Go to: elawr.org/Talk for
more conversation starters.

